


F R E D E R I C  P R O P O S E S  T O  T H E  G I R L S ,  B U T  I S  R E J E C T E D
S U N G  B Y  F R E D E R I C  A N D  T H E  L A D I E S  C H O R U S

" O h ,  i s  t h e r e  n o t  o n e  m a i d e n  h e r e ? "

SONGS AND PLOTLINES ACT ONE
T H E  P I R A T E S  C E L E B R A T E  F R E D E R I C ' S  2 1 S T  B I R T H D A Y  

S U N G  B Y  S A M  A N D  T H E  C H O R U S
" P o u r  o  p o u r  t h e  p i r a t e  s h e r r y "

H O W F R E D E R I C K  A C C I D E N T A L L Y  B E C A M E  A  P I R A T E
S U N G  B Y  R U T H ,  H I S  M A I D S E R V A N T

" W h e n  F r e d e r i c  w a s  a  l i t t l e  l a d "

A  F A V O U R A B L E  C O M P A R I S O N  O F  P I R A C Y  V E R U S
R E S P E C T A B I L I T Y ,  A N D  F R E D E R I C  L E A V E S  T H E  C R E W

S U N G  B Y  T H E  P I R A T E  K I N G  A N D  C H O R U S
" I  a m  a  p i r a t e  k i n g "

T H E  G I R L S  A R R I V E  A T  T H E  B E A C H
S U N G  B Y  T H E  L A D I E S  C H O R U S

" C l i m b i n g  o v e r  r o c k y  m o u n t a i n s "

M A B E L  A R R I V E S  A N D  A C C E P T S  F R E D E R I C ' S  P R O P O S A L
S U N G  B Y  M A B E L  A N D  L A D I E S  C H O R U S

" P o o r  w a n d e r i n g  o n e "

T H E  P I R A T E S  A R R I V E  A N D  A T T E M P T  T O  A B D U C T  T H E
G I R L S !

S U N G  B Y  F R E D E R I C K ,  M A B E L  A N D  T H E  C H O R U S
" S t a y ,  w e  m u s t  n o t  l o s e  o u r  s e n s e s / F i r s t  r a t e  o p p o r u n i t y / H o l d

m o n s t e r s "

T H E  M A J O R  G E N E R A L  A R R I V E S
S U N G  B Y  T H E  M A J O R  G E N E R A L  A N D  T H E  C H O R U S

" A  m o d e r n  m a j o r  g e n e r a l "

T H E  M A J O R  G E N E R A L  P R E T E N D S  T O  B E  A N  O R P H A N  I N
O R D E R  T O  E S C A P E  F R O M  T H E  T E N D E R - H E A R T E D  P I R A T E S

S U N G  B Y  T H E  M A J O R  G E N E R A L  A N D  T H E  C H O R U S
" A  m o d e r n  m a j o r  g e n e r a l / I  a m  a n  o r p h a n  b o y "

T H E  P I R A T E S  L E T  T H E  F A M I L Y  G O  A N D  E V E R Y O N E
C E L E B R A T E S  M A B E L  A N D  F R E D E R I C ' S  E N G A G E M E N T

S U N G  B Y  T H E  K I N G ,  S A M ,  T H E  M A J O R  G E N E R A L  A N D  T H E
C H O R U S

" T e l l i n g  a  t e r r i b l e  s t o r y / Y o u  m a y  g o / O h  h a p p y  d a y "



M A B E L  A N D  F R E D E R I C  P A R T ,  K N O WI N G  T H E Y  WI L L  N O T
B E  R E U N I T E D  F O R  O V E R  5 0  Y E A R S .  T H E Y  P R O M I S E  T O

WA I T  F O R  E A C H  O T H E R
S U N G  B Y  M A B E L  A N D  F R E D E R I C

" S t a y ,  F r e d e r i c ,  s t a y / I n  1 9 4 0  I  o f  a g e  w i l l  b e / O h  h e r e  i s  l o v e "

T H E  G I R L S  C O M F O R T  T H E I R  F A T H E R  WH O  F E E L S  G U I L T Y  F O R
L Y I N G  T O  T H E  P I R A T E S

S U N G  B Y  T H E  L A D I E S  C H O R U S
" O h ,  d r y  t h e  g l i s t e n i n g  t e a r "

F R E D E R I C  R E V E A L S  H I S  P L A N S  T O  A T O N E  F O R  H I S  D A Y S  O F
P I R A C Y  A N D  T H E  P O L I C E  A R R I V E

S U N G  B Y  T H E  S E R G E A N T  A N D  C H O R U S
" N o w  l e t  y o u r  e s c o r t  l i o n h e a r t e d / W h e n  t h e  f o e m a n  b e a r s  h i s

s t e e l "

F R E D E R I C  L E A R N S  H E  WA S  B O R N  I N  A  L E A P  Y E A R ,  S O  H A S
N O T  A C T U A L L Y  R E A C H E D  H I S  2 1 S T  B I R T H D A Y .  H E  B E C O M E S

A  P I R A T E  O N C E  M O R E .  T H E  P I R A T E S  L E A R N  T H A T  T H E
M A J O R  G E N E R A L  L I E D  T O  T H E M  A B O U T  B E I N G  A N  O R P H A N ,

A N D  D E C L A R E  R E V E N G E
S U N G  B Y  R U T H ,  T H E  P I R A T E  K I N G  A N D  F R E D E R I C

" P a r a d o x / A w a y  A w a y "

T H E  P O L I C E  O V E R C O M E  T H E I R  F E A R  O F  T H E  P I R A T E S
S U N G  B Y  T H E  S E R G E A N T  A N D  T H E  C H O R U S

" A  p o l i c e m a n ' s  l o t  i s  n o t  a  h a p p y  o n e "

T H E  P I R A T E S  A T T A C K  A N D  C A P T U R E  T H E  M A J O R
G E N E R A L  -  B U T  T H E  S E R G E A N T  H A S  A N  A C E  U P  H I S

S L E E V E
S U N G  B Y  S A M ,  T H E  P I R A T E  K I N G  A N D  T H E  C H O R U S

" A  r o l l i c k i n g  b a n d / W i t h  c a t - l i k e  t r e a d / W i t h  b a s e  d e c e i t "

T H E  P I R A T E S  S U R R E N D E R ,  A R E  F O R G I V E N  A N D
E V E R Y O N E  L I V E S  H A P P I L Y  E V E R  A F T E R !

S U N G  B Y  T H E  S E R G E A N T ,  P I R A T E  K I N G ,  M A J O R
G E N E R A L ,  R U T H ,  M A B E L ,  F R E D E R I C  A N D  T H E  C H O R U S

" T o  g a i n  a  b r i e f  a d v a n t a g e  y o u ' v e  c o n t r i v e d / Q u e e n
V i c t o r i a / L e t  m e  t e l l  y o u  w h o  t h e y  a r e / W e  a n t i c i p a t e  f e l i c i t y "

SONGS AND PLOTLINES ACT TWO



Whether you're a dedicated Gilbert and Sullivan fan, or have never even
heard of Pirates before, you're probably wondering how this production

came about. 
 

 Hitchin Thespians were thrilled to be asked to participate in the
rejuvenation of The Dell as a performance space (we last performed in The

Dell in 1992!), but timescales  were tight and Covid restrictions were
unpredictable. 

 
With just 6 weeks of rehearsal time available, Cathy (Musical Director) and

John (Accompanist) sat down and took apart this most beloved of G&S
operettas to create something that could be performed at short notice,
without an interval, and in any location.  Suitable, in fact, for whatever

situation July - and Covid - presented.
 

The result is the "Reduced Pirates of Penzance", which has retained most
of the plotlines and all the best songs of the original, while taking certain

liberties with the lyrics and musical content, bringing the whole thing
down to a family-friendly 1 hour concert. 

We have really enjoyed rehearsing it, and we hope you enjoy listening to it.
Please feel free to sing along!

HITCHIN THESPIANS' REDUCED PIRATES

Sam: Barbara Thomas
Ruth: Lynne Leggat

The Pirate King: Bob Sulzbach
Frederic: Jo Emler

Mabel: Melanie Plowman-Cobb
Major General: Andy Johnson

The Sergeant: Colin Wilson
Edith: Nicola Wilson

Musical Director: Cathy Coulthard
Accompanist: John Edwards

Cast (in order of solo performance)

The chorus:
 Sopranos: Belinda Gee, Susan Osbourn, Sheila Soothill, Jane Tunesi, Kate Webb;

Altos: Marianne Bond, Viv Hamilton, Jules Hammond, Elizabeth Sturges, Vivienne
Tadman; Tenors: Ian Hamilton;, Chris Read; Basses: Jack Lardent, Nick Morgan,

Trevor Sturges, Justin Thomas


