
 

  



OPERETTA COMES TO VIENNA 
Three generations of the Strauss family dominated the light music 
scene in Europe for over a century (1804 - 1934) and by far the most 
prolific was Johann Strauss the Second (1825 - 1899), often referred to 
as "The Waltz King". 
 
Following in his father's footsteps he formed his own orchestra at the 
age of seventeen. A series of successful concerts (including tours of a 
number of European capitals) soon established him as the elder 
Strauss's most serious rival. 
 
In the early 1860s Johann Junior was appointed Director of the 
Imperial Court Balls and it was during this period that most of his 
famous waltzes were composed - among them "Wine, Women and 
Song", "Tales from the Vienna Woods" and "The Blue Danube". The 
charm and wit of his music mirrored the glitter of nineteenth-century 
Vienna and the most prosperous era of the Hapsburg monarchy. It was 
once remarked that "Emperor Franz Joseph reigned only until Strauss's 
death" suggesting the degree to which Vienna's hedonistic spirit found 
expression through his music. 
 
It was a meeting in 1863 with Jaques Offenbach, the rising French 
composer of comic opera, which led Strauss to turn his hand to writing 
for the stage. But only two of his sixteen operettas ("Die Fledermaus" 
and "The Gipsy Baron") met with any lasting success. 
 
"Die Fledermaus" was premièred on 5th April 1874 at the Theater an 
der Wien and was an instant hit. In it Strauss transforms Offenbach's 
Gallic wit and parody into Viennese humour and mock sentimentality 
with a brilliant musical score which remains as one of the few true 
masterpieces of classical operetta. 
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HITCHIN THESPIANS IS LOOKING FOR NEW 
MEMBERS 

 
Do you enjoy singing, performing or dancing; set design; lighting or 
sound; props, costume or make-up? If so you will receive a warm 

welcome at Hitchin Thespians. 
 

The choir rehearse on Tuesday evenings and perform three concerts 
annually with a varied programme encompassing music from oratorios 

through to modern musical theatre. 
 

We stage two musical shows each year, typically rehearsing on 
Wednesday and Thursday evenings. As all parts are cast from Society 

members you can audition for lead, chorus or dancing roles. 
 

Young Thespians (8 to 16 years old) meet on Sunday mornings and 
perform one stage musical and one concert each year. 

 
Hitchin Thespians are a friendly and active group and if you would like 

to join us please contact our Secretary: 
 

email: secretary@hitchinthespians.org.uk 
 

or write to: The Secretary, Hitchin Thespians, Woodside Hall, 
Walsworth Rd, Hitchin. SG4 9SP 

 
Woodside Hall can be hired for private functions. For details please 

visit our website: 
 

www.hitchinthespians.org.uk 
 

or email: woodsidebookings@hitchinthespians.org.uk 

 



 


